Castellammare Mesa Home Owners Newsletter

2003 has been a volatile year here on our hill, with ample good news mixed with bad.  The City of LA has added some of the Mesa streets back onto the City Rolls, but not the streets that warrant the most attention.  Construction started on the Getty Amphitheatre, hinting at the shape (and sounds) of things to come.  Decades-old eucalyptus and pine trees were tagged for removal, thought to be saved, and then lost.  Eighty condominiums have been proposed to pepper our hillside, and developers want us to believe the construction process will hardly impact our lives.  Foundations for proposed four million dollar homes dot the landscape on Tramonto, while abandoned quasi-completed homes entreat vandals to ransack them.   We’ve had it all in 2003.  

But now it’s 2004, and we want more good with less bad.  The truth is that our Mesa is a charming enclave with progress encroaching on all sides.  We need to bond together -- as neighbors, as homeowners -- and work together to ensure that everyone’s rights are protected on the hill.   The CMHO has created a website to hear from residents (www.castellammaremesa.com) – please let us know your thoughts and feelings: the good, the bad and the ugly.  We want to know if there are ways for us to better communicate with you, ways to have you more involved, fights you want us to fight, and things about which you’re happy.  We have a slightly modified Board of Directors and Architectural Committee for the 2003-2004 year – a group committed to preserving the rights of the Mesa homeowners and ensuring that our neighborhood remains a pure and pristine bit of heaven.    
ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The prior year’s Board of Directors continues their service on the CMHO Board with the exception of Judy Orsini.  Judy stepped down after three years of stellar service; we thank her for her time and diligent work.  The slate elected at the Annual Meeting held on March 25, 2004 is as follows:

Andrew Martin


            459-5310
AMa1019857@aol.com

Eve Coquillard



459-2758
eve@c2cmedia.com

Zab Mosenifar


                        454-9994
Zabm@ucla.edu

Margaret Churchill

                        573-1713
bermarg@adelphia.net
John Carpenter                                                454-3908         johncarpenter@technavigator.com
Joan Rochman                                                 459-9049
joanrochman@yahoo.com
Michael Rosenthal                                          454-6905         publisher@smmirror.com
At the first Board meeting, the following officers were elected: Andrew Martin, President; Eve Coquillard, Vice-President; Zab Mosenifar, Treasurer; Margaret Churchill, Secretary.
The Architectural Committee was appointed by the Board.

Reuel Sutton, Chairman




459-1286

Simon Johnston





459-9481

Andrew Martin, President CMHO Board


459-5310

Jerry Nadler






459-4546

Michael Rosenthal, Secretary




454-6905


Rachel Tarses (alternate)




459-9593

Additionally, John Carpenter and Kelly Comras continue in their roles as Getty liaisons.

CITY ISSUES

Debbie Dyner from Councilwoman Cindy Miscikowski’s office was present at the Annual Meeting.  

1.  Update on the  PALISADES LANDMARK CONDOMINIUM PROJECT
In February, the CMHO Board and the Board of the Ocean Woods Condominiums held individual meetings with the Landmark Condominium project developer, Ken Kahan to discuss pressing issues relevant to each groups’ members.  A copy of the CMHO agenda for that meeting was included in the February newsletter.  The impact of those meetings, and the impact of residents’ letters included in the FEIR, resulted in a revised condominium presentation which Ken Kahan presented at the City hearing on March 17 (the modified presentation can be viewed at the CMHO website, www.castellammaremesa.com, and at the Palisades Library, 861 Alma Real Drive).  
There was a three week period after the March 17 hearing wherein interested parties could communicate additional concerns.  Currently, a City-designated administrator is reviewing all the Landmark materials and will craft an administration determination letter in two months representing the City’s views on the project.   Should the City’s decision be unfavorable to residents on the Mesa, there will be an appeal process within ten days from the date of the determination letter.  There is a Master Appeals Form through which appeals must be made (available at the City Planning Office, 201 N. Figueroa, 213-482-7077).  The appeal must be filed in person, and there will be a filing fee.  
Additionally, in light of the New West Charter School plans (please see item #3 under City Issues), the CMHO Board will draft a letter to the City-designated administrator asking for more time to consider the issues impacting this neighborhood.  With more cars trying to gain ingress/egress to a new middle school possibly located at the corner of Sunset and Los Liones, the City must control traffic and improve street conditions into and around Castellammare Mesa.  The City needs to seriously consider the addition of 82 Condominium units (traffic/density,etc…) if they approve plans for a new school across the street.
As we have in the past, we will follow this project intently as it progresses through the City system, and let you know all information as soon as it becomes available.

2. New West Charter School
The New West Charter Middle School (currently located on Pico Blvd. in WLA) has signed a letter of intent to lease the former Santa Ynez Inn on Sunset (the NW corner of Los Liones and Sunset) from the Self-Realisation Fellowship.  The school is proposing either a middle school or a high school, to be comprised of approximately 300 students.  The proponents for the school presented their plans at the latest PPCC meeting, and issues of traffic and density were raised.  Members from the New West Charter School project will offer a presentation and Q&A at Mort’s Deli in the Oak Room, this coming Thursday, April 22 at 7PM.  Additionally, there will be a tour of the Sunset site on Saturday, April 24 from 2-4PM (free parking on site).  Please, all concerned residents attend these meetings!!!  It would be great to have a middle school in our neighborhood, but we must deal with traffic concerns plaguing Sunset and Los Liones (street lights, widening of the road, etc.).  Help us fight our fights…come and be vocal about the City’s responsibility to our neighborhood and environs.
3. Streets

During the 1930’s and 1940’s, some of the Palisades streets, being prone to slides, were removed from the maintenance rolls of the city.  The Paseo Miramar streets were reengineered within the last few years.  The Bureau of Engineering is reconsidering the problem of the Castellammare Mesa streets and will possibly add the following streets to the City Rolls: Quadro Vecchio, Bellino, Notteargenta, Monte Grigio, Sabbiadoro, Tranquillo, Giardino.  Tramonto Drive was not added due to its geologic history of instability.   The CMHO board is working with the City to see if they would be willing to reconsider their position on Tramonto.  Additionally, we are working with the various developers on Tramonto to ensure that they resurface/reengineer their respective portions of Tramonto Drive.  We are awaiting a timeline for commencement/completion of resurfacing and reengineering of the above-mentioned streets.  We will forward that along once it has been received.  

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS AND IDEAS???

Anything concerning you?  Come up with any great ideas for improving the Mesa?  We’d love to hear your thoughts and ideas, so feel free to contact anyone on the board.  Our website is up (www.castellammaremesa.com) and is a deep resource of information… check it out!
ANNUAL PICNIC – SEPTEMBER 18, 2004
Please hold that date!  We’re setting Saturday, September 18 as the date for this year’s Annual Picnic.  Please mark the date on your calendars, so you won’t miss out on the fun!!

PAYMENT OF 2004 DUES

If you haven’t already, PLEASE PAY YOUR 2004 CMHO DUES!  Only $40!  This year we’re even including the SASE, so that you don’t have to fork over $.37 in postage!  Your payment means you’re committed to being a part of this hill, a part of saving what you loved when you moved here.  Send your check, visit the CMHO website, get involved.   Don’t let our hill, and the Board that does it’s best to safeguard it, get swallowed up by apathy and encroachments from exterior influences.  Be a part of what you love…of Castellammare Mesa.    
