Castellammare Mesa Home Owners

PO Box 742

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

http://castellammaremesa.com
   NEWSLETTER January, 2008
Dear Neighbor - Happy New Year.  We hope this newsletter finds you well.
January is the month in which your current Board is planning to turn over it’s responsibilities to a new board, which will be elected at the annual general meeting (AGM) in February.  This newsletter is your notification about the AGM and will bring you up to date on information about our community.

CASTELLAMMARE NEWS:
· ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  Each year the CMHO holds a general meeting for the entire community.  The major purpose of this meeting is to elect a new Board of Directors for the coming year.  It is also an opportunity for community members to meet with their neighbors and board members and hear from others in the community.

This year’s AGM is scheduled for February 21, at 6:15 pm. at Waldorf School in their Great Room, 17310 W. Sunset Blvd.  Here is the tentative agenda:

6:15 pm    Refreshments & Registration

6:45         Call to order & Introductions


Financial Report

                Review of our CC&R’s, AC issues

7:00         Vote for 2008 Board of Directors

7:30
City Council Representative:  Talk + Q&A Session

8:00
LAPD Senior Lead Officer Michael Moore Presentation & Safety Discussion

8:15
General Discussion Items:



    Status of Lawsuit



    Setting up referral resources for elderly



    Emergency Preparedness



    Update of property values/housing market in neighborhood



    Ideas from Community – Brainstorming Session

9:00 
Adjournment

· BOARD MEMBER ELECTIONS:  There are 7 seats on the CMHO Board. At the AGM, CMHO members will receive a ballot with a list of the names of those who have asked to run for the 2008 board.  Members will have the opportunity to add their names to the list at the meeting. If you are considering running for the board, or would like information on the responsibilities of a board member, you may contact us at kimjdave@msn.com or call (310) 230-8041. 

     Please consider getting actively involved in your community and running for the board!
· THE LAWSUIT:  PRESERVING OUR CC&R’s and VIEW PROTECTIONS; As most of you know, WE WON   THE FIRST PART OF THE LAWSUIT WHICH WAS TRYING TO INVALIDATE OUR CC&R’s.  This was a great victory for all of us. 
Background of the Lawsuit:  The CMHO has been engaged for 2 years in a legal battle with property owners who want to build a new home on an empty lot on Tramonto (at Bellino).  They first refused to abide by the standard practices of the Architectural Committee to put up story poles and then tried to make the case that our CC&R’s were not valid or enforceable.

Our CC&R’s were on trial in the Los Angeles Superior Court and were attacked on multiple grounds.  Our attorneys countered each argument. On Nov. 30, more than 5 months after the trial began, we got the Judge’s ruling.  In his words:  “The Court finds that the term of the 1964 CC&R’s was properly and effectively extended to January 1, 2019 and that the 1964 CC&R’s are currently in full force and effect.”   He further stated, “Even if the 1998 extension were deemed invalid, the CC&R’s nonetheless continue in effect for successive 10 year periods unless terminated by agreement of a majority of the homeowners.” The Court found that all of the many arguments presented against our CC&R’s were invalid.  

What happens next?  Story poles will be put up at the site followed by mediation. If the mediation fails, or if the AC asks for a modification to the owner’s plans and the owner refuses, we may end up back in court.
· LEGAL DEFENSE FUND: The Board has spent over $10,000 defending the CMHO in this lawsuit.  As the association was running out of funds, an appeal was made in October to the community for donations to a legal defense fund. 

The community is donating generously to this fund and the Board will now be able to continue our legal defense. The Board is extremely heartened at the outpouring of generosity from all of you who are contributing and appreciate very much your continuing support for this fund.   This financial contribution exhibits overwhelming support of the CC&R’s and of our wonderful community.  The Board sincerely thanks all of you for your support, commitment and well-wishes in this costly and draining legal battle.
· TREASURERS REPORT: Mike Lofchie, CMHO treasurer, reports that the association currently has $3,000 in the checking account and  $14,000 in the Money Market account.  Our insurance premium of $5,000 is due in March and we continue to incur legal bills for the ongoing lawsuit, which has cost us $10,187 to date.
· CMHO DUES;  Yearly membership dues are $85 for the year and are due in February.  You may pay your dues at the AGM or use the enclosed envelope.  Remember, you receive a GETTY VILLA card when you become a CMHO member.  Your dues also continue to support the important work of the CMHO and the Architectural Committee in protecting and enhancing our neighborhood.   Reminder: Your current Getty Villa card expires at the end of February.
We had 161 dues paying members for 2007, out of a total of 216 households.  This is the highest number of dues paying members the association has ever had!  THANK YOU!!!
· SETTING UP REFERRAL RESOURCES PRIMARILY FOR THE ELDERLY:  A member of the community suggested that the CMHO Board consider setting up a network of referral resources for the elderly in our neighborhood.  This would help them remain independent and grow old in their homes for as long as possible. Such networks or nonprofit organizations have been organized in several communities around the country (email kimjdave@msn.com to get a link to a New York Times article about such arrangements). Referrals would possibly be for transportation, home repair, companionship, home care, housekeeping and security.  While the Board most likely would not take this project on themselves, they would like to see if there is community interest in it and help get it started.  
If you are interested in this project, either to help organize it, or in using the resources, please call or e-mail us at (310) 230-8041 or kimjdave@msn.com. 

· EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: Due to the wildfires this summer, several residents suggested that we, as a community, prepare for emergencies.  This will be discussed at the AGM with the thought that we will begin this process with input from the community and the Red Cross.
· TRAFFIC SIGNAL AT SUNSET AND LOS LIONES:  Waldorf held a fundraiser at the Outdoor Room on December 9 to help raise the approximately $100,000 they need for the traffic light. The fundraiser was sparsely attended and raised, according to Waldorf, between $5-10,000.   
In the meantime, to meet their obligation to install the light, Waldorf has hired an outside traffic      engineering company and they are currently in the design stage.  After the design is completed, it will go out for bid. We will keep you updated on their progress. 
· CRIME AND SAFETY:  After several months of quiet, cars are again being burglarized on our streets.  Usually the car window is broken to gain access and cell phones are being stolen.  In addition, some neighbors have reported suspicious looking people knocking on their door asking for donations or money for magazine subscriptions.  In one case, the person said his family lived on Tramonto – but there was no such address and no people on our resident list with the name he gave. Be careful when answering your door and think twice before opening it to strangers.  Please report any suspicious activity to the police and keep your board informed.  Police and other important contact numbers are listed at the end of this newsletter.

· GETTY VILLA COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE: This committee continues to meet once a month with members of the Getty Villa and local communities.  Current updates: Officers of the Getty Villa reported that the City’s sound monitoring results for the Outdoor Classical Theater were received and all were within the prescribed sound limits.  They are installing sound mitigation devices at a trash dumpster near Castellammare residents and this project should be finished soon.  They are also conducting a study of their perimeter fencing, to possibly upgrade/repair it and also to make certain it is within their property.  Lastly, they will be delivering the Getty Villa cards to Board members this month for distribution to dues-paying members.  Remember, your current Getty Villa card expires at the end of February.
· LANDMARK TOWNHOUSE DEVELOPMENT: This is the proposed 61 unit development near the condos on lower Tramonto.  Although the developer had planned to demolish the existing apartments last summer,  he has now delayed the project and has asked the City and the Coastal Commission for a one-year extension to his permit.  
CC&R and ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE UPDATES: 
One of the CMHO’s primary responsibilities, through the Architectural Committee (AC), is to uphold the CC&R’s. Homeowners are required, as per Article III, Section 2 of the CC&R’s, to bring their construction projects, no matter how small, to the AC early in their process to save time and money. Your CMHO Board will continue to take steps to ensure compliance with our CC&R’s and the protection of our neighborhood. Also, if you notice new construction in the neighborhood and you are not certain that a project is being reviewed by the Architectural Committee, please contact an AC or board member. If a project is not visible from the street, the AC may have no way of knowing of its status.  
Some of the properties in which we are involved are:  

· 345 Bellino - The owners plan to build an office space over their garage.  To keep within the height limit, the AC suggested they lower their garage.  The owners will have their architect revise plans. 
· 225 Notteargenta: Awaiting City permit and plans for deck remodel.
· 228 Notteargenta:  The AC is awaiting plans for a small front- yard deck.  

· 232 Quadro Vecchio: The owners plan to add a swimming pool and complete a minor remodel.

· 17415 Revello:  The owner has demolished his house and is building a new one.  The AC has plans and has asked him to put up a string line.  Letters have been sent to neighbors. There does not appear to be view impairment.
· 17432 Revello:  The house is gutted and a City Permit on the house states the owners have applied for a house remodel.  The AC is in the process of trying to locate the owner to ensure the AC process is followed.

· 17474 Revello:  The owner previously withdrew his plans to build three homes on this site.  However, he may resubmit plans to build due to recent talks with adjacent developers to upgrade the street.  

· 17543 Tramonto (C. of Coperto): The owner plans to build two homes on this parcel, and his plans have been approved by the architectural committee.  He has not yet begun construction.  
· 17484 Tramonto The house is almost finished (after 12 years) and the driveway has been paved.  The contractor has completed his work and the City gave final approval. The owners now need to fix the broken concrete column, remove the chain link fence, and do other clean-up work to make the home presentable.
· 17642 Tramonto:   See LAWSUIT at beginning of newsletter.  
· 207 Tranquillo: This house remodel was previously approved, but the patio was extended and the AC has asked for plans for the patio rails.
· 245 Tranquillo: The owner is adding a bedroom to the front of his house.  His plans were approved after the AC asked him to lower the height of his roof so as not to interfere with his neighbors ocean view.  The owner was very cooperative and everyone involved worked together to come up with a good solution.
COMMUNICATION is at the heart of a successful community association. We are open to suggestions about what and how to communicate with you and what you would like to see us do.  Also, if you would like to attend a board meeting, please call or e-mail one of the board members for the specifics. 

If you haven’t already, please send your e-mail addresses to Kim Clary at kimjdave@msn.com.  If you have changed your e-mail address, please update us.

Board Members 2007

	Kim Clary
	17717 Sabbiadoro 
	230-8041
	kimjdave@msn.com

	Nancy Goubran
	269 Monte Grigio
	230-0296
	nancygoubran@att.net

	Mike Lofchie
	177211 Tramonto
	459-5661
	mlofchie@gmail.com

	Doreen Rochman
	17630 Tramonto
	454-4338
	rochman@earthlink.net

	Harvey Rochman
	286 Quadro Vecchio
	459-9049
	hrochman@manatt.com

	Julie Silver
	233 Tranquillo
	428-9538
	asilvergirl@aol.com

	Reuel Sutton
	239 Tranquillo
	459-1286
	reuel.sutton@verizon.net


Architectural Committee Members 2007

	Reuel Sutton
	239 Tranquillo
	459-1286
	Reuel.sutton@verizon.net

	Andrew Martin
	17810 Sabbiadoro
	459-5310
	ama1019857@aol.com

	Marlena Newmark
	17481 Tramonto
	454-4592
	PaulMarlena@aol.com

	Gerry Nadler
	221 Tranquillo
	459-4546
	Nadler@usc.edu

	Kim Clary  
	17717 Sabbiadoro
	230-8041
	kimjdave@msn.com

	Simon Johnston
	254 Tranquillo
	459-9481
	sj@simonjohnstondesign.com     


Other Important Numbers:

Councilman 11th District Bill Rosendahl:   West LA office (310) 575-8461
Jennifer Rivera, Field Deputy for Rosendahl:  jennifer.rivera@lacity.org
Senior Lead Police Officer Moore: v-mail: 310-444-0737; (cell) 310-622-3984; e-mail: 27995@lapd.org.
Police Station, Non-Emergencies: (877) 275-5273

Emergencies: 911

Fire Station #23 (310) 575-8523
Pot-hole repairs: 311 or e-mail boss@bss.lacity.org 

Street Inspectors: (800) 996-2489 (for construction vehicles blocking roads or creating a dangerous driving situation)

City of L.A. Building & Safety Emergency line: (888)524-2845 (if you see illegal construction, to check to see if a builder has a permit)
Getty Villa Community 24 Hour Complaint line – (877) 625-4282
Remember to recycle!!
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