Castellammare Mesa Home Owners
PO Box 742

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

http://castellammaremesa.com
2006 NEWSLETTER #2: July
Dear Neighbor,

We hope this newsletter finds you well and that you are enjoying your summer.   Your Board has been meeting regularly and we would like to share with you news and information about the neighborhood and the surrounding community. 
CASTELLAMMARE NEWS
· CRIME & SAFETY: There has been a rash of recent vehicle-related crime.  One
family had a car stolen from the driveway of their home near the corner of Bellino and Quadro Vecchio. Four other homeowners reported car break-ins with stolen items: two on Bellino, one on Tranquillo and one on Tramonto.  Fortunately the stolen car was recovered in Riverside County and two suspects have been arrested.  In addition to the car-related crimes, there have been several other recent reports of suspicious activity late at night in our neighborhood.  

As a result of these activities, the CMHO Board has authorized the distribution of the enclosed “Suspicious Activity Report”.  We are asking residents to use this form to document incidents of unusual, suspicious or criminal activity and report them to the Board.  The information will be reviewed by the Board and, where appropriate, communicated to law enforcement officials.   Harvey Rochman will be the Board member coordinating this effort and Rick Entin, another community member, has offered his support.  If anyone else would like to be involved in this effort, please contact Harvey (hrochman@manett.com) or Rick (rick.entin@verizon.net).   (Suspicious activity can be reported directly to the LAPD’s Senior Lead Officer Michael Moore at 1-310-444-0737 or e-mail him at 27995@lapd.lacity.org; but we are asking that the information be provided directly to the Board also.)  

There has also been an increase in complaints related to dangerous driving on the Mesa.  Several near misses and reckless driving incidents have been reported.  This issue is of very high concern to the Board and our residents.  Please use caution, discretion and good judgment when driving on our streets and let Harvey or Rick know of further incidents.

Finally, the CMHO Board has approved a motion calling for a Special Meeting of the homeowners to address safety and traffic issues.  This is an area that impacts all of us and can be best resolved and controlled as a community.  Notice of the meeting will be forthcoming as soon as we are able to select a date that can include all of the relevant law enforcement, political and City Service representatives.   In the interim, please remember to keep vehicles and your homes locked and report all suspicious activity.

· TRAFFIC SIGNAL AT LOS LIONES AND SUNSET and WALDORF SCHOOL:  The last time we reported on the signal at this intersection we gave you an anticipated completion date of September ‘06.  This date has been delayed and is now anticipated to be completed in early 2007. 
There is other news related to this intersection that concerns us.  As you may be aware, a new school is planned to open at the site of the old Santa Ynez Inn.  The school is planned for about 250 children, grades K-8, and will add several hundred vehicle trips to the Sunset/Los Liones intersection.   
The proposed signal will clearly improve the safety and ease the congestion.  Until the signal goes in, however, an interim traffic plan needs to be developed that will help ensure everyone’s safety.  The school staff is sensitive to community needs and has already made modifications to their traffic plans based on suggestions by CMHO members.  A Zoning Administration hearing was held (attended by a CMHO representative) and the ruling of the administrator will be communicated to us.  We will let you know the results. 
· TRAMONTO REPAIR AT COPERTO: Construction on the bulkhead repair of Tramonto has, as you’ve probably noticed, begun.  It is expected to be completed by the end of the summer. Some residents were wondering what type of railing would be in place after completion of the bulkhead – the City has informed us that the white fence will remain.

· TREASURER’S REPORT:  We have a record number of members this year, 154. So far this year our revenue has been $7,821 and our expenditures, $6,252.  Our bank balance stands at $21,948.  We have, however, approximately $1,600 in outstanding legal bills and more are expected.  The legal expense has been necessary as we have taken a more aggressive stance related to CC&R issues.   THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
· CC&R and ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE UPDATES: Marlena Newmark was appointed by the Board as an alternate to the Architectural Committee.  The Committee is working on approximately a dozen projects.  Here are some highlights.
· 17484 Tramonto Dr.: This is the property that has been under construction for approximately 10 years and looks abandoned.  The CMHO, through its legal counsel, requested that the homeowner commit, in writing, to a completion date no later than September 30, 2006.  The homeowner committed, in writing, to this date.  

In the interim, however, we remain concerned about this property for at least a couple of reasons:  (1) An unusually large number of rodents (rats and ground squirrels) have been noted in the area, and (2) we have been informed by the Department of Building and Safety that all building permits have expired on the property.  CMHO representatives have contacted and met with representatives from public health/vector control, building and safety and the city councilman’s office regarding these problems.  Our goal is to simply see that the construction is completed and the premises are put in good order as the CC&R’s require.
The City Building and Safety Code Enforcement has recently taken action to force the owner to clean up the property (note the posted “Vacated House Do Not Enter Sign”).  The property is now seen by the City as a nuisance and if steps are not taken by the owner to comply with the notice, abatement proceedings can begin. 
· 17607 Tramonto Dr.: This is the case where the homeowner is required, in consideration for allowances in other areas, to keep the foliage at a height prescribed in a deed restriction.  The Board tried several times to secure the cooperation of the homeowner, but to no avail.   This issue is currently on hold because of the amount of time that has been required for the next item.
· 17642 Tramonto Dr.:  The owners of this property have sued the CMHO.   They are seeking damages (i.e., compensation) due to an alleged delay to their project because the Architectural Committee has not yet approved their project.  In the lawsuit, the owners contend that they should not be required to put up story poles and string lines as a way to determine whether the project will impair the view from existing homes.  The CMHO maintains that  it is our duty to assess possible view impairments as stated in the CC&R’s and that the story poles and string lines method is a reasonable and standard way of doing this. This lawsuit has been referred to the CMHO’s insurer, which has appointed counsel to defend the CMHO.    This case is moving through the pre-trial steps.  The past president of the CMHO has already been deposed by the plaintiff.   A trial date is set for September 26, 2006. 
· 244 Bellino Dr.: The owner of this house has proposed to lower the garage and put a room on top of the garage.  The top of the addition is well below the existing roofline but the owner has been asked to put up story poles to assess possible view impairment.  This planned remodel is still going through the architectural review process. 
· 294 Bellino Dr:  The CC&R’s require that all property owners keep their property “free and clear of all weeds and rubbish” and “do all things necessary…to keep the premises neat and in good order”.  This property has been unoccupied and unkempt for about 7 years and does not conform to CC&R standards.  A letter has been sent to the homeowner requesting that the property be improved to meet the CC&R standards.

· 207 Tranquillo Rd.:  The owner of this recently purchased house is planning a major remodel.  There is potential view impairment here and the owner has been asked to put up story poles to help the Architectural Committee assess any view obstruction.
· IMPORTANT REMINDER: PLEASE SEND E-MAIL ADDRESSES. We would like to get e-mail address for as many people as possible to enable us to communicate quickly and efficiently if necessary.  Right now we have about 60 residences on our list.  We send our e-mails using a “blind copy” address.  This means that no one else will see your e-mail address. And, of course, we will not share this list with anyone (unless, of course, we get a court order!).   Please take a few moments and send your e-mail address to Kim Clary at kimjdave@msn.com.  

GENERAL COMMUNITY NEWS
· RAT & SQUIRREL INFORMATION:  The County Public Health/Vector Control Department shared advice on how to control the rodent population, which grows during the summer months.  Please read the attached handout from the County on controlling rats.  Tree squirrels are protected but ground squirrels are not.  They can carry the same diseases as rats plus the plague (however, none have been found with the plague in this area.)

· CALIFORNIA INCLINE REPAIR SHUTDOWN:  There is a major construction project planned that will shut down the Incline for 10 months.  Construction is planned to start in mid- to late 2007.  The project is in the early stages of development.  The Environmental Impact Report stage has just begun and may itself last until next spring.  The city and its traffic consultants are taking comments but have few answers at this point.  Comments may be forwarded to James Creager, P.E., Civil Engineer, City of Santa Monica.  Mr. Creager’s contact information is as follows:  1-310-434-2641; jim-creager@santa-monica.org; 1918 Main Street, Suite 300, Santa Monica, CA  90405.
· VIEW PROTECTION ORDINANCE PROPOSED BY COUNCILMAN ROSENDAHL: On May 24, 2006 Mr. Rosendahl formally called for a law that would protect neighborhood views of the Pacific Ocean, the Santa Monica Mountains and other natural resources.  City planners were expected to draft a proposed law within 60 days.
· FEDERAL BUILDING:  Major changes are planned for the Federal Building and VA site near Wilshire and Westwood.  One of the major concerns is the impact that these changes will have on traffic across the west side of LA.  To learn more about the plans and the organizations that are working on this issue you can check the following website: federalbuilding.org.
· HIKERS:  The Canyonback Trail in the Westridge-Canyon Back Urban Wilderness Park is a recreational trail that has been used by the public for more than 50 years.  The trail is located north of the Palisades and west of the 405.  A Mountaingate developer wants to route the trail through a planned private/gated enclave.  If you would like more information about this see the Canyon Back Alliance’s website at canyonback.org.  The Pacific Palisades Community Council has already endorsed efforts to keep the trail outside the development.
· RED FLAG DAYS:  If you have walked around the Castellammare Mesa, particularly the lower portion, you have probably noticed Red Flag Day “Tow Away” signs.   These signs have been installed on narrow, winding streets where it is difficult for emergency vehicles to access the homes and hillsides.  On Red Flag Days the danger of fire is considered high and it will be illegal to park in these Red Flag zones.  A Red Flag Day will be declared by the Mayor or Fire chief.  On these days, fire stations will fly red flags, the City’s toll free 311 line will be notified and local media will broadcast the information at least three times a day.
CMHO BOARD & ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION
Board Members
	David Morena
	17717 Sabbiadoro 
	230-8041
	kimjdave@msn.com

	Pam McBride
	257 Monte Grigio
	573-9631
	pammcbride@adelphia.net

	Zab Mosenifar
	17811 Tramonto
	454-9994
	zabm@ucla.edu.com

	Kennon Klein
	345 Bellino
	454-3737
	kennonklein@mac.com

	Kim Clary
	17717 Sabbiadoro 
	230-8041
	kimjdave@msn.com

	Doreen Rochman
	17630 Tramonto
	454-4338
	rochman@earthlink.net

	Harvey Rochman
	286 Quadro Vecchio
	459-9049
	hrochman@manett.com


Architectural Committee Members
	Reuel Sutton
	239 Tranquillo
	459-1286
	sutton@verizon.net

	Andrew Martin
	17810 Sabbiadoro
	459-5310
	AM1019857@aol.com

	Simon Johnston
	254 Tranquillo
	459-5881
	sj@simonjohnstondesign.com

	David Morena
	17717 Sabbiadoro 
	230-8041
	kimjdave@msn.com

	Gerry Nadler
	221 Tranquillo
	459-4546
	Nadler@usc.edu

	Marlena Newmark
	17481 Tramonto
	454-4592
	PaulMarlena@aol.com


SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORT

 CASTELLAMMARE NEIGHBORS BE OBSERVANT!!
Use This Form to Report Suspicious Activities or Crimes in Your Neighborhood

Date of occurrence:
_______________

Vehicle information:

Time of occurrence:
_______________

Make: ___________________

Place of occurrence:
_______________

Model: ___________________

Description of Person:




Approx. Year: _________

Race:


_______________

License #: _____________

Approx. Height:
             _______________

State: ______________

Clothing:

_______________

Color: ______________

Distinguishing Marks:
_______________

Other: ______________

Sex:


_______________

Approx. Weight:   
_______________

Facial Hair:

_______________

Other:


_______________

Brief description of suspicious behavior/activity: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Your name, address and phone number (optional and confidential):

_____________________  
_________________________
__________________

Police Report Filed? Yes or No
Date: __________
Reference #: _____________

Return Completed Form to

 CMHO

P.O. Box 742

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

or fax to 310 459-7225

[image: image1.emf]
[image: image2.emf]
200607-CMHO-Newsletter.doc

Page 1 of 8

