
We covered a lot of ground at the 2005 Annual General meeting of the Castellammare Mesa Home Owners --  the election of a new CMHO Board of Directors; pending local development; traffic improvements; the Getty Amphitheatre; seismic movement on the hill.  We heard an updated Palisades crime report and a proposal for a 24-hour dedicated patrol car on the Mesa.  We had an awards ceremony honoring residents on the hill – our Resident Advocates -- who have really shown great dedication to our Castellammare community.   For those who didn’t attend, what you really missed was the cheese and crackers and beer and wine – we wanted to add some spice to the Annual meeting.  And it worked!  Here are more details of what transpired at the AGM and an update of events of interest since then:

ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We were fortunate this year to have quite a few new names on our proposed slate for the 2005-2006 Board of Directors.  Three of last year’s board continue in their roles.  We thank the following outgoing members for their time and diligent work: John Carpenter, Margaret Churchill, Joan Rochman, and Michael Rosenthal.   The slate elected at the Annual Meeting held on April 14, 2005 is as follows:

Eve Coquillard

                  459-2758
     eve@c2cmedia.com

Janelle Friedman                              454-3635           janellefriedman@verizon.net

Andrew Martin
                               459-5310
    AMa1019857@aol.com

David Morena                                  230-8041           kimjdave@msn.com

Zab Mosenifar

                  454-9994
     Zabm@ucla.edu

Doreen Rochman                             454-4338           rochman@earthlink.net                                             

Kristi Weiner                                   454-4390           kcweiner@adelphia.net

At the first Board meeting, the following officers were elected: Andrew Martin, President; Kristi Weiner, VP; Zab Mosenifar, Treasurer; David Morena, Secretary.  John Carpenter will also continue in his role as Website Coordinator for the CMHO; Joan Rochman will continue as Picnic Coordinator for the 2005 Annual Picnic.  Additionally, John Carpenter and Kelly Comras continue in their roles as Getty liaisons.  

The Architectural Committee was appointed by the Board.

Reuel Sutton, Chairman




459-1286

Simon Johnston





459-9481

Andrew Martin, President CMHO Board


459-5310

Jerry Nadler





459-4546

Rachel Tarses              




459-9593

Kennan Klein (alternate)


             454-3737

LANDMARK CONDOMINIUM PROJECT: The City Planning Department has made their final ruling on the Landmark Condominium Project in favor of the developer.  The Board has filed an appeal.  Due to the CMHO Board’s appeal, the Planning Department had to send the proposal to the City Board of Commissioners, who upheld the Planning Department ruling.  We have now appealed the Commissioners’ ruling.  We are waiting to hear the response to our latest appeal.  Simultaneously, the project is going through the Coastal Commission approval process.  The Coastal Commission has held its hearing (April 12, 2005) and we await their decision.   Our resident advocate on this project, Alice Beagles, and some Revello residents are continuing their lawsuit against the developer, and are appealing as well to the Coastal Commission.  Debbie Dyner (from Councilwoman Cindy Miscikowski’s office) stated that although the CMHO Board has been vocal about its opposition to the development, the Councilwoman supports the project.  Alice Beagles document, which summarizes all activity on this development to date, can be accessed at www.castellammaremesa.com.  The full City Council meets Friday June 3, 2005 at which time they will vote on the Landmark project.  We have no reason to believe they will approve anything less than the proposed 82 units with Mello Act low-cost housing off-site.  Alice Beagles will be attending.

THE NEW WEST CHARTER MIDDLE SCHOOL: The New West Charter Middle School could not raise the money needed to move into the space, but another school (the Waldorf Elementary School) has signed a letter of intent regarding the location.

THE OUTDOOR ROOM: The Getty has purchased the property at the corner of Los Liones and Sunset.  Escrow closed 5/24/2005.  They will use the design studio for office space and allow the Nursery to continue to lease for an indefinite period.   

STREET IMPROVEMENTS:  Debbie Dyner covered old territory in defining why our streets are not on the City rolls: certain areas of Castellammare Mesa and Paseo Miramar were built on unstable ground and hence the City took many of the neighborhood streets out of public use (public safety liability).  In the last few years, the Paseo Miramar residents informed the City that their main road was being used as a pathway to a trailhead, creating passage of nearly 6000 cars a year.  The City performed an evaluation and determined that the additional traffic created a potential public hazard and thus resurfaced Paseo Miramar.   With no such trailhead as our leverage, the City only provides a basic level of maintenance to keep our streets in passable condition.  

The City has re-examined 7 streets on the Mesa (Monte Grigio, Bellino, Sabbiadoro, Giardino, Tranquillo, Quadro Vecchio, Notte Argenta) which had been deemed unstable and has brought them back into the City public use.  The City Bureau of Engineering and Street Services have determined that the cost would be too high to return the rest of the Mesa streets to the City rolls (particularly Tramonto).   When development on our Mesa occurs, each developer is responsible for maintaining and upgrading the road in front of his respective development.  Ms. Dyner suggested a community forum to ensure all homeowners on the Mesa, whether or not they are in the CMHO Assoc., are involved in bringing the Castellammare streets back into public use.  

          A suggestion was made of creating a special assessment district (since our current City taxes are not being applied to improve conditions in our own neighborhood). Ms. Dyner suggested that we approach Councilwoman’s Miscikowski’s successor to follow up.  This would require approaching the County.  The residents on the Via de Los Olas Bluffs came as a group to the Councilwoman’s office and succeeded in getting a special assessment.  Ms. Dyner will forward to the CMHO the documents and processes which allowed that group to create a special assessment district. 

TRAFFIC: In terms of the left turn from Sunset into the Vons driveway:  Vons is going to undergo a major renovation in the near future and they are interested in working with the City in reorienting the left turn.  In regards to a traffic signal at the Los Liones/Sunset intersection, Debbie Dyner said that Los Liones does not have the traffic density to justify a traffic signal at this time.  Ms. Dyner said that the City follows Federal standards as to requirements for street traffic control.  However, the CMHO has asked the Getty Villa Community Relations Committee to request the City to perform a study, to be funded by the Getty, of traffic at the Los Liones/ Sunset intersection  (due to the Waldorf School/Landmark project increased traffic).  The Dept. of Transportation, following a request at our AGM, denied a double yellow stripe down Sunset at the intersection, saying that the road was too narrow.   However, Ms. Miscikowski sent a letter to the Western District Transportation Engineer requesting a separation of the two lanes at said intersection in the interests of safety.  The CMHO recommended the addition of road dividers (such as those on PCH west of Chatauqua).  When Vons works with the City on its renovation, we will appeal to the City for a widening of the street.  

A request was made for a street lamp at the Los Liones/Sunset corner, so that turns would be illuminated at night.  Councilwoman Miscikowski has sent a letter to the Bureau of Street Lighting to follow-up on the request.  Ms. Dyner also suggested that we invite someone from the Dept. of Transportation to one of our meetings to discuss the flow of traffic into/out of the Mesa.  However, Ms. Dyner did say that any traffic requests should first be made to the Councilwoman’s office, as that will ensure the best response.

THE GETTY AMPHITHEATRE:  Construction continues on the Amphitheatre, with a scheduled opening date postponed until January 2006.  The Getty Villa Community Relations Committee met 5/24 at the Palisades Library.  The Getty is preparing new, special-access cards to be distributed to our homeowners towards the end of the year.  LA City's hearing officer for the Getty project announced procedures for hiring an independent sound monitor, to be implemented after the Getty opens January, 2006.  The monitor will conduct random sound tests during concerts at the Getty in order to determine compliance with the conditional use permit. We are discussing with the Getty a special Evening Open House solely for residents of Castellammare and Sunset Mesa.
GEOLOGIC  MOVEMENT ON THE HILL:    The CMHO reported the fissures in the 17500 block of Tramonto to the City.  Work is underway to rebuild the bridge (full rebuild commences January 2006) and the City is monitoring earth movement weekly in the meantime.

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE:  Reuel Sutton provided a list of addresses which appear to have violations with the CC&Rs.  Several of these addresses are owned by absentee owners.   We will post this list to our website: www.castellammaremesa.com.  

PALISADES CRIME REPORT:  Officer Mark Denbow, a reserve officer and a volunteer, came and spoke to the AGM in Officer Ragsdale’s absence.  Officer Denbow addressed the high incidence of bank robberies, which have all occurred in the first quarter of this year.  Last year we had a total of 5 robberies for the whole year.  To date we have had 4 in 2005.  The good news is that the response time to the robberies has been an “excellent” 2-3 minutes.  The “Blue Pouch Bandits,” as the suspects have been nicknamed, are targeted and the police are aware of their identities.   In general, under Officer Ragsdale’s watch last year, there was a 20% drop in crime in the Palisades, which was the best in the City.  However, the intersection of Sunset and PCH continues to be a problem area.  This year, besides the presence of Officer Ragsdale and Officer Denbow (when the latter is available), other patrols have been added to the Palisades, including an extra car, a bicycle patrol and a Z Car (special patrol).   Overall, the Palisades is by far the safest area in LA.  Burglary is our biggest problem -- from homes, garages and cars.  Officer Ragsdale passed on his email address (26690@LACITY.LAPD.org) where we can request the crime update for the neighborhood.  There is a direct dial number for 911 from cell phones which is 213-928-8206.   Additionally, another number to add to your list is the non-emergency LAPD #: 877-275-5273. 

DEDICATED PATROL CAR:  We’ve had a few residents request information about a dedicated patrol service for the Castellammare Mesa, with a car in the neighborhood 24 hours a day.  We invited Scott Wagenseller, owner of Palisades Patrol, to talk about his 24 hour dedicated patrol service (his company only provides service to the 90272 zip code).  The minimum subscription that would entitle Castellammare to a neighborhood car would be $21,000 per month (300 households at $70 per month).   Scott is willing to work with the neighborhood on a one-by-one basis, trying to enroll enough residents to reach the threshold at which we could convert to a neighborhood patrol car plan.  Please contact Scott directly at 454-7741 to find out what services he offers.   

RESIDENT ADVOCATES/RESIDENT OF THE YEAR: Resident Advocates are our unheralded helpers on the Hill – people who silently and tirelessly toil for good results for Mesa residents.  If there is an idea that you are passionate about, become a resident Advocate!  Our current RA’s: Judy Orsini with the Welcome Wagon; Joan Rochman with the Annual Picnic; John Carpenter as our webmaster (please visit our site at www.castellammaremesa.com); Alice Beagles has spearheaded opposition to the Landmark Project and was named “Resident Of the Year for 2004” for her tireless efforts with City Departments…Kelly Comras has been the Getty liaison and Norma Spak has been our liaison with the PPCC.  You don’t need to be a Board member to do something about our neighborhood -- be passionate about a concept and follow-through.   The CMHO Board wants you to become more involved.  We will hold some open meetings this year at neighbor’s homes.  We want to include you and your thoughts.  Join in.

PAYMENT OF 2005 DUES:  Only 93 homes have paid their dues; we have 107 more to go.  These numbers are disappointing.   Your money goes to support your neighborhood: to bar unsightly mansionizing that blocks your Pacific Ocean views; to pay for neighborhood events like the Annual Picnic and the AGM at Mort’s; to pay for litigation to enforce the CC&R’s.  If you haven’t already, PLEASE PAY YOUR 2005 CMHO DUES!  Checks made payable to CMHO in the amount of $40.00 should be enclosed in the enclosed SECOND REQUEST self-addressed stamped envelope.  Payment of your dues helps protect your neighborhood.  

The Castellammare Homeowners Board enjoyed seeing such a great turnout at our Annual General Meeting.  It’s one of the few times we get together to talk about our neighborhood.  It’s one of the few times we can tell you what we’ve been doing for the past twelve months.  How we’ve been working to ensure that Castellammare Mesa remains the quaint enclave you moved into years ago.   It’s one of the few times we can fill your wine glass and enjoy your company.  Thanks for visiting with us.

The Castellammare Mesa Home Owners Board

Castellammare Mesa Home Owners  Newsletter








